Tips for Home Movie Transfers

Pro One Media Productions realizes that your family’s history is priceless, and we are dedicated to preserving it to the highest possible quality.  We are able to convert 8mm, Super 8, and 16mm film reels to DVD or VHS to make them easily viewable and available for the years to come.  The following tips will help you prepare your project, allowing our editors to transfer your films just as you would like, as well as enhance the viewing with added features such as music and titles.

Organize Your Reels

Before bringing in your reels, decide if you’d like them in a certain order, most likely chronologically.  If so, please number them to avoid any confusion.

Music

If your film reels are silent, adding music to the background adds a lot to the viewing of your movies.  Pro One Media Productions has a variety of music selections to choose from, including light instrumental, classical, and era music from the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s.  If you have your own music you’d like to bring in, we’ll be happy to put it in your video.

Titles

Oftentimes, people like to add titles to their home movies.  This could be as simple as an opening title at the beginning of the video, or periodically throughout.  One suggestion is to separate each year with a title screen.  Or you could use titles to indicate what’s happening in the film, such as “Disneyland:  1963”.  If you decide you’d like titles, just write them down and indicate which reel you’d like them to precede.

Chapters

If you’d like your home movies on a DVD, and would like to add chapters, just let us know.  Chapters go great with titles, as you can easily jump to whatever year or event you’d like.  

Film Length

A good quality DVD can be up to two hours in length, and for a great quality picture, it’s best to keep it under 90 minutes.  Film reels are measured in feet, and the following tables will give you an idea how long your reels are.








8mm


16mm

	Diameter of Reel
	Film Length
	Viewing Time

(approximate)
	Viewing Time

(approximate)

	3 inches
	50 ft
	3min 15sec
	1min 45sec

	5 inches
	200 ft
	13min
	7min

	6 inches
	300 ft
	19min 30sec
	10min 30sec

	7 inches
	400 ft
	26min
	14min


A good rule of thumb is every 1000 ft of 8mm film will transfer to about 1 hour of video, and 1000 ft of 16mm film will transfer to about 30 minutes of video.

